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Songs of Ascent: Reconnect on May 21st
San Diego, CA (May 4, 2022) –– On May 21, the San Diego Master Chorale will present
one of the most celebrated works of Los Angeles-based choral composer Shawn
Kirchner in a live concert at First Presbyterian Church of San Diego. Kirchner will join
the Chorale's music director, Dr. John K. Russell, for a pre-concert conversation before
the performance of Songs of Ascent by the Chorale and a small chamber orchestra
conducted by Russell.
The 6:15 p.m. pre-talk and 7 p.m. concert at the Banker's Hill church (320 Date Street)
will be the final self-produced program of the SD Master Chorale's 60th Anniversary
Season, which has been supported in part by a $25,000 grant from the Conrad Prebys
Foundation.
Shawn Kirchner is a prolific composer/arranger/songwriter, singer, and pianist whose
choral works are performed throughout the world. Songs of Ascent is a ten-movement,
45-minute psalm cycle for harp, strings, chorus, and soloists that was written for
Kirchner’s composer residency with the Los Angeles Master Chorale.
Since its 2016 San Diego County premiere by the San Diego Master Chorale, the
composer has updated Songs of Ascent with three new movements to bring even more
clarity to the central themes of the work—unity and peace. The composition's text is the
series of Psalms 120 to 134, known in Hebrew as Shir Hama'aloth, translated as Songs
of Ascent. These psalms are thought to have been originally sung by pilgrims journeying
up the Temple Mount in Jerusalem. Quoting Shawn Kirchner:
“Getting to Jerusalem means reconnecting, finding your way back to that center
that represents reverence for this creation. And it’s tradition and religion that
have perpetuated the connection to the eternal… I have tried to express themes
that are important to me in musical textures that I find beautiful, and fitting. I hope
the listener may find moments within the piece that touch, heal, uplift, and
inspire.”
Soloists for Songs of Ascent will include special guest Amy Mein (soprano) in addition to
the Chorale's Daniel Moyer (tenor) and Andrew Nam (bass). String and harp
accompaniment will be provided by a guest chamber orchestra. Bryan Verhoye will
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provide piano accompaniment for additional material on the program which will also
feature choral works by J.S. Bach, Bobby McFerrin, Ulysses Kay and Randall
Thompson.
Tickets may be purchased in advance at sdmasterchorale.org/performances for $30
(adult), $20 (senior 65+), and $15 (student or active military). Children under 13 are
admitted free, but should still reserve tickets in advance. Mask-wearing will be optional
for audience members and performers.
ABOUT JOHN K. RUSSELL, DMA
Dr. Russell is the Director of Choral and Vocal Studies at Palomar College and the
Music Director of the San Diego Master Chorale. At Palomar he conducts the Chamber
Singers and the Palomar Chorale oversees the vocal music program. At SDMC he
conducts and coordinates all artistic activities of the chorale, which include preparing
the chorus for performances with San Diego Symphony and other San Diego orchestras
including the Mainly Mozart Festival Orchestra and La Jolla Symphony. In addition, he
has served on the summer conducting faculty at Westminster Choir College in
Princeton, New Jersey, teaching master classes in conducting for the annual
Westminster Summer Choral Festival.
ABOUT THE SD MASTER CHORALE
The SD Master Chorale connects all people to the joy of professional-caliber live choral
music and enriches lives by sharing what we have in common—our voice. The SD
Master Chorale is celebrating its 60th Anniversary Season by dedicating live music
performances of the finest choral repertoire, including new compositions, concert
versions of award-winning TV and film productions, shorter choral works, and classical
masterworks. Each year, thousands of San Diego residents and visitors hear the
Chorale outside the concert hall with the San Diego Symphony via broadcasts on
KPBS, San Diego’s NPR station. The Chorale has also been a regular participant in the
San Diego Symphony’s outdoor programs on the Embarcadero, now presented in the
Rady Shell. For more information: http://www.sdmasterchorale.org
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